[image: image1.jpg]\, VESTERHEIM




Becky Idstrom, Editor
bidstrom@vesterheim.org  •  563-382-9681

For Immediate Release  

July 12, 2021
Vesterheim Announces Best of Show and Juror’s Choice Awards for Juried Exhibit 

DECORAH, Iowa —Vesterheim, the National Norwegian-American Museum and Folk Art School, is pleased to announce the Best of Show Award and Jurors Choice Awards for “Socially Distanced, Creatively Connected,” a special juried folk-art exhibition highlighting creativity during the pandemic.

The Best of Show Award goes to Jane Laurence, Jim Powell, Fred Livesay, Ryan Toot, Tom Dengler, and Eric Erdahl who collaborated on a Norwegian lafted log sauna. The sauna is 7 x 7 feet and made of hand-hewn pine logs. Some of the artists had studied Norwegian-style timber framing together and had been planning to spend two weeks in April 2020 making structures for the North House Folk School campus in Grand Marais, Minnesota. When that was canceled, they decided to build something close to their homes (St. Paul, Minnesota) where they could be outside, working separately but together, and sharing their knowledge with observers. In lieu of being able to host the sauna in the gallery, this work was represented through two photographs and a short video representing the process produced by the artists.

Juror’s Choice Awards are: “Bergen Fretex 2018,” a quilt by Mike Ellingsen, Decorah, Iowa; “Returning to Finish the Fana and Feel Loved,” a Norwegian Fana knit sweater by Maree Hampton, Minneapolis, Minnesota; “Rococo Dance,” a canvas painted in the classical style of Rococo and covered with rice paper by Diane Edwards, Fort Collins, Colorado; and a trunk painted with rosemaling in the Gudbrandsdal style by Judy Ritger, River Falls, Wisconsin.
Artworks and awards were selected by a panel of four jurors including jurors with a connection to artistic practice and the healthcare field. Jurors were Linnea Carlson, representative for sponsor Decorah Bank and Trust; Karen Misseldine, registered art therapist, licensed mental health counselor, and visual artist; Norma Refsal, certified college health nurse (retired), tradition-inspired folk artist, and teacher; and Kevin Sand, MD, retired physician, naturalist, and frequent folk-art class participant.

“The jurors were so impressed by the diversity, creativity, and quality of the work in the exhibit, but they were also moved by the stories behind the artworks,” Lea Lovelace, Vesterheim Director of Folk Art Education, said. “We hope many people will visit this exhibit and experience the sense of shared connection expressed in these pieces even during a time of isolation,” she continued.
There will be a People’s Choice Award, selected in December by popular vote from exhibit visitors. Come out and vote for a favorite!

Carrying forward the spirit and mission of Vesterheim Folk Art School, the exhibition includes over 70 pieces representing woodworking, rosemaling, knifemaking, blacksmithing, jewelry, weaving, and fiber art, and is open through December 31, 2021.

This exhibit is sponsored by The Iowa Arts Council, a division of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs; The National Endowment for the Arts; and Decorah Bank & Trust Co.
Vesterheim’s Main Building and Museum Store are currently open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Folk Art School continues to offer online classes and will return to offering on-site classes in the fall.
Vesterheim, the National Norwegian-American Museum and Folk Art School, welcomes people of all ages and backgrounds to engage in the conversation of the American immigrant journey through the lens of the Norwegian-American experience. Vesterheim offers innovative and interactive exhibits, classes, and programs, both at the dynamic campus and park in scenic Decorah, Iowa, and online at vesterheim.org and Vesterheim social media. For more information on exhibits, classes, programs, tours, membership opportunities, and ways to donate and volunteer, connect at vesterheim.org, (563) 382-9681, and Vesterheim, 502 W. Water St., P.O. Box 379, Decorah, IA, 52101-0379.
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