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Vesterheim Continues Innovators & Inventors Lecture Series in March
DECORAH, Iowa —Vesterheim, the National Norwegian-American Museum and Folk Art School, welcomes everyone to a free online presentation with Dr. Jeffrey Stamp on March 19 at 2:00 p.m. (CT). The presentation is part of a lecture series connected to the museum’s exhibit “Innovators & Inventors,” which is supported by a generous gift from the Tomson Family Foundation.
The lecture series brings together some of the most creative and inspiring leaders, thinkers, and artists working in the Norwegian-American community today, and the March session focuses on teaching innovation. Visit vesterheim.org to register for the Zoom link.

Dr. Jeffrey Stamp is a Teaching Professor of Entrepreneurship in the Department of Applied Economics at the University of Minnesota, who teaches courses in creativity, concept design, sales, strategic leadership, and entrepreneurial thinking skills and has won numerous teaching awards lecturing in over 200 corporations and 300 universities worldwide.
Dr. Stamp compares his learning sessions to a thrill ride for your brain, with exciting twists and turns that lead you, unexpectedly, to “aha!” moments you can use for a lifetime.
Dr. Stamp’s love of creativity evolved over years of being a professional creative. He was the creator and section manager of the team that innovated Baked! Lays ® Potato Crisps, for PepsiCo’s snack division, Frito-Lay. Dr. Stamp has won a coveted Edison Award silver medal for the Food and Beverage Category and was awarded the “George Land World-Class Innovator Award” from the Innovation Network and Fast Company magazine.
The exhibit “Innovators & Inventors” celebrates the creativity and ingenuity of Norwegian immigrants and their descendants in America. The exhibit covers everything from Karsten Solheim’s ergonomic golf putters to the wearable pacemaker, invented by Earl Bakken. 


In addition to patents, drawings, models, and artifacts, Vesterheim shares the stories behind the creations and shines a light on some unknown Norwegian immigrants and their descendants who helped make the world a better place. The exhibit also prominently includes contemporary innovators and inventors. 

The final presentation in this lecture series will be in person with Norwegian artist Anna Eide at Luther College on May 5 at 7:00 p.m. Find more information at vesterheim.org.

Vesterheim, the National Norwegian-American Museum and Folk Art School, welcomes people of all ages and backgrounds to engage in the conversation of the American immigrant journey through the lens of the Norwegian-American experience. Vesterheim offers innovative and interactive exhibits, classes, and programs, both at the dynamic campus and park in scenic Decorah, Iowa, and online at vesterheim.org and Vesterheim social media. For more information on exhibits, classes, programs, tours, membership opportunities, and ways to donate and volunteer, connect at vesterheim.org, (563) 382-9681, and Vesterheim, 502 W. Water St., P.O. Box 379, Decorah, IA, 52101-0379.
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